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* The Word was Brahman » (or The Absolute.)—B7¢, Upaniskad.

“ He who exists by Himself let first stream forth the Word, the Eternal,
without beginning orend, the Divine Word which we read in the Veda, whence

proceeded the evolution of the world.""—Ma’dbkdrata.

THE WORD AND THE CROSS IN ANCIENT
INDIA.

Since the beginning of the Christian era the fol-
lowers of Christ have popularised the two great sacred
symbols of the ancient Aryans—the Word or the
Son of God, and the Cross. Although these two
symbols were unknown amongst the Semitic races,
especially the ancient Hebrews, yet they were known
to the pre-Christian Greek philosophers as well as to
the Aryan philosophers and thinkers who lived in an-
cient India.

The conception that the Word was the only be-
gotten Son of the Father, the first-born, or the Son of
God, was rooted deep in the abstruse philosophical
speculations of the Aryan minds who tried to bridge
over the gulf that exists between the visible and the
invisible, between the phenomenal and the noumenal,
between the individual soul of man and God the Crea-
tor of all. The Aryan seekers after the ultimate cause
of the universe and the true relation of soul to God
advanced many theories to explain the apparent sepa-
ration between the Creator and the created, between
God and the soul of man; and made various attempts



VEDANTA PHILOSOPHY,

to discover the means by which the two can be
brought together in closer union and by which the
soul of man will retury to its Creator.

In ancient Judaism, however, the conception of
Jehovah was so objective, so far from the universe, SO
majestic and o high that the idea of union between
the individya] soul and Jehovah or even its EIPPYO‘?‘d1
to His throne wag considered to be blasphemous, and
insulting to Jehovah the Supreme Deity. The resull
of this conception was that the idea of the sonship of
man, or of the Word, never took any hold upon the
ancient Semitic minds. The superficial readers of th(z
Old Testament may find some vague eXPreSSiC)lz‘S 4

i man in such passages as: e

5 Or in the Passage where Moses says: “ Of the
Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful and haSt_
forgotten God that formed thee "—Deut. xxxii. 18;
Or when he asks: “Ts not he thy father that hath
bought thee? Hath he not made thee and established
thee.? "—Deut, XXxil. 6. In whatever manner the
Christian theologians might interpret such passages

they never Meant the same idea of the fatherhood of
God, or the

; ¢ sonship of man, or of the Word or of t};z
Christ whicp Pervades the Fourth Gospel. Mos

et nothing more than the fatherly goodness of t.he
C,reator. Through the paternal goodness of Elo.hlr-rz
Yahvel, Abraham became the friend of God. A s
lar meaning lies hehing the passage where Adam 15

; he
fice only in the New Testament, as t

described, o
Son of Gog.
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The deep philosophical meaning which is ‘ 3‘0;1-
nected with the first verse of the Fourth Gospel: -tﬁ
the beginning was the Word, a}’nd the Word was wi 2
God and the Word was God,. was never expressef
before by any of the writers either of tne .New orlo
he Old Testaments. Some of. t-he Christian tl.leo o-
t}e have tried to trace the origin of the meaning of
glEm]SD'la'ne Word as given in the Fourth Gospel to
th:tairivzaxpressmns of some Hebrew prophets of the
o Testament. For instance, they refer to the pas-
qoqgle ‘6‘: By the Word of the Lord were the heaven.s
i d;a and all the host of them by the b_reath of his
Ezuth ”__Psalm =xxxiil. 6. Snme again refer to

ace: “He sent his word and healed
anOthir gasinb cvil. 20. In these and similar other
- _‘1“5?[;1_(1 ” does not stand for any other mean-
e o 1ple commandment, as we find in the
b thal‘l‘ 1—511: Is)endeth forth his commandment upon
Vertsle: his word runneth very swif'tly ”—Psann cx1Y11.
e 1'i“hus we can understand that in the ]ew1sh. Scrip-
;?1-‘65 there is no historical antece;ﬂenlt.c;f it;](elelsii?beoj
the Divine Word as the Son of God lvxt ncﬂ e
by the writer of the Fourth Gospel in the
Of’;}flle ﬁOrSrge(rzllzzlptsecrnolars are unanimous in their opin-
e ~
icn that the writer of the Fourtn Gols.lielowiseraéilo
lower of Philo, the reformed Jewish p 11193 dp - ,Alex_
was a contemporary of Jesus and who lvre afiey
andria from 20 B.C. to 60 A.D., but ns\fl;dl e
Jesus. The writings of Philo ]udeas_ ad ot > Gfeek
sages which show that he was a studen
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philosophy and that
of the Word, or the
["ained by the Stojc
era. It was through
of the Divine Wor

he adopted the Greek conceptiont
only begotten Son of God, as i
philosophers of the pre-Cllrist}an
Philo that the Greek conception
d was introduced amongst t!1e
thoughtful clags of the Jews then living in Alexandria,
and was afterwardsg identified with Jesus the Christ by
the writer of the Fourth Gospel, and was later ag=
cepted by Christiang generally. Alexandria was i
those days the principal centre of education and Cu.l_
ture, where J ewish, Greek, Hindu, and Buddhist 1?1111'
osophers met and interchanged thoughts and relig.lo_us
ideas. The Greek philosophers called the Divine
Word Logos. Logos is 3 Greek word which meant at
first simply word, not as a mere sound, but as thought
embodied in sounq. The theory of the Logos first
originated with Heraclitus, one of the earliest Greek

philosophers who lived about 460 B.C. Although he
believed that fi

'¢ Was the primitive element of the
Phenomeng] Hatverse, sHil he Postulated some powel

force, or Iay which controlled the material element
fire. He called ¢

hat power Logos, that is, reason Of
order, Though the theory of the Logos,—that reasoth
or order, was the Primal cause of the Cosmos, origi-
nated ip Greece with Heraclitus, yet it did not
dev‘elop in Meaning until the time of the Stoics. The
Stoic Philosophers believed that Logos, or Supreme
Son ok God, Pervaded all matter, It was not only
e Creator of all things byt controller and ruler a]S?~
The Stoic philosophers held that the Logos was Um(i
Versal ang eternal anqg that the human soul possesse
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a portion of the universal Logos and thereforel'mag
had a share of intelligence and reasor. _They tl){e 1even
that word, or speech, was the m;'lmfestanon of ezzscf)m:
or thought, which would remain as .non—ex1st1§n i
us, without the power of Stpeech. This Logos Eca e
thf’: medium through which the transcendenl; auld
of the universe was related to the phenomena world.
It was like the bridge betweer} God and thei wo; :
Philo’s mind, which was seeking some explana 1;)51
for the relation between Jehovah and the wforth,
adopted the Stoic explanation and the theory of the
L?[ioi?.hilo’s hands the theory of the Loios gra;lc:;alg
in i i By Logos he wis
i 11;n l:elr;ex;\l/r(;lrl(lf.but ?t’he tlfought, or idea of
i - nod rgr speech is but the manifesta-tlon. As
o Vf,t?lr or perceptible sound of a wor'd is the ex-
the ahdl ef I;mperceptible thought or idea, so the
Fe e alsle is the expression of the ic.lez‘ll universe,
s i e in a thought form existing in the
S t.he ur.uvders This ideal creation, or conc.ePt of Fhe
Dl'vme s e of the universe in the ]?wme mind
e and it was called by Philo the only
was the LOgOS,r unique Son. Philo always used tlhle
begotten Son, OS n in its philosophical sense, that is,
s begottenltoof God, made visible in Fhe WO.I'Id
as the Thoug; n or projection, but there 1s.nothmg
?lthe'r i ting 10to show that he ever Persox?xﬁed ‘fhe
th:s W'rltﬁgisterms more or less poetical v;nth Ehﬂo,
A s ' -
becime afterwards most technical 'Whegf :112 Focilbr?lsl
was identified with Christ by the writer

i
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Gospel. The auth

or of this gospel did not identify
the Logos with J

esus of Nazareth, who was son of
Mary, but with Christ the incarnation of the ideal
man, the perfect type of man which existed in the
Divine mind from the beginning. As the Logos was
the only begotten son of God according to Philo, WI}O
never heard of Jesus the Christ, so it was with his qlS‘
ciples. The author of the Fourth Gospel, believing
in Jesus as the perfect type of man, gave him all the
Predicates of the Logos and described him as the Son
of God,
Some scholars are of opinion that this meaning
which was given to the Logos or word by Philo and
ter date was the result of the
philosophers who lived in Al

exandria and Greece about the time of Alexander
the_ Great, 333 B.C, This has been supported by the
writings of Eusebiuys, who quotes a work on Platonic
philosophy by Al'iStocles, who states therein on the
autl}ority of Aristoxenes, a pupil of Aristotle, that an
I_ndlan Philosopher came to Athens and had a discus-
slon with Socrates, When Socrates told him that his
philosophy consisted jp inquiries about the life of
man, the Indiap Philosopher s said to have smiled,
and to haye replied that no ope could understan(!
things human whe did not understand things divine.*

In the mogt ancient writings of the Hindus, the
Vedas, we find ¢

he idea of Logos most clearly ex-
Pressed, There are many Sanskrit words used in the
Vedag which

Signify that Divinity is the Lord of

Theosophy or Psychological Religion,” pp. 83-84-

influence of the Hindg
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n, or
Speech, or word, the Lorq of th(?u'ght asr;isrlf:iiocom-
Logos. For instance, B7’lllf151"a”' 1513 Vedss, Briling
pound word which we read often in t;eB;'ih or Barh,
comes from the Sanskrit root vefl. from the same
meaning to break forth or dr.lve fort,;’ n be derived;
root Latin Perbum and English Wor Cfaore Brihaspati
and Pati means lord or father. ThereA synonym of
means the Lord or Father ?f Wor?:—V&cltas or Vak
Brihaspati is the Sanskrit 7/ achavsf’a'st Véachaspati also
(the same as Vox) means word. 5 or speech. In
means the Lord or Father of Wo(rl }/dk vai Brahma,
i nyelo, Dpnoshag wediec a8 o et
“The word was Brahman,” or t].]e hese things are
it is stated that “That, of which these HMIES &
born, by which when born they hve,r dissolution, is
S e g enterh zfFermcieiitht’lnci)ted himself witl;

an.”  “He with his n . ak, or Wor

lll?)irsav}str;‘d.” * “In the beginning, Divine X,Ztlil;,cr of wis-
eternal, without beginning or end, ?Otn;t Obne from
dom, was uttered by the S,e’lf-eiﬂls ethe beginning
which all activities proceeded. n e suiviils 1lie
the Lord of the universe shaped frortIlle rocedure of
B e beir;gs’ E:icflfntlwrl?tings of the
?_111. a((j:tivities.”ezd _InaoInir?évfrlihzt great Self-jzfultgheeril;
Belz?nglrls v\:}for thought all forms agdbolzii;l il
names.” § “He desired let a Sechqﬂ mind.” § “All
of me and embraced word with his

* Brihadiranyaka Upanishad.

t Smriti. .

1 Taittiriya Aranyaka II_I.];:;,IIZ el
§ Brihadaranyaka Upanis|
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things that can be thought of had beginning in word,
or the eternal concept in the Divine mind.” Again,
in the Mahabhirata we read: “ He who exists by
himself let first stream forth the Word, the eternal
without beginning or end, the Divine Word which
we read in the Veda, whence proceeded the evolution
of the world” The Hindus believe that the phe-
nomena of the world exist because they are in the
Veda. The word Veda does not stand for any book or
writing but for Logos, or Sophia, or Wisdom, and
comprehends all named concepts necessary for the
creation of all created things. In the Veda it is said:
“When the Lorq projected the concept of the earth
from His Divine mind, the earth was formed,” etc.
By Word the Vedic sages did not mean mere sound,
but thought or concept in the Divine mind; there-
fore, the Divine ming was the Father, and Word or
concept or ideal type was the Son, like the Greek
Logos, as explained by Philo.

The later Hindy philosophers took up this idea, dis-
cussed it, and wrote volumes after volumes on the
Logos theory, Whenever any man or woman reached
Pe'rfection and manifested divinity, he or she was wor-
shipped as the incarnation of the Word, the first-born,
or the manifestation of the ideal man or woman as
existing in the Divine mind, Krisna, Siva, Rama,
Buddha, and others are worshipped in India as the
ideal types of men, or incarnations of the Word.

As the doctrine of the Logos, the very life-blood
of Christianity was purely o

f Aryan origin, most
Probably of Hindy origin, so t

he symbol of the Cross,

DIA.
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which is the corner-stone of the Stmd}u{rebgw?iﬁt
tianity, originated not amongst the He
mongst the Aryans. RN is
) \7\/51 has it bZen said by St. Augustine: to d“;/;zfgng
now called the Christian religion has eX{)Se inning of
the ancients and was not absent from th(;1 égeSh e
the human race until Christ came in t iested al’ready,
which time the true religion, Y‘Cflld\lzvizever import-
began to be called ‘ Christian. e ot
ance the followers of Christ may jattac1 il
of the Cross by connecting it with F]? s symbol for
Jesus of Nazareth, it existed as a -rehglog W;’S Sp
centuries before the birth of Christ, an s, Persians,
used as a sacred symbol by the Egyptlandr ity
Hindus, Buddhists, Tibetans, Chinese, an d. The
cient n;tions of almost all parts of 5 Woevér been
Cross is the oldest religious Symb01 thathhasworship of
invented by human mind. Traces of ; end amongst
the Cross as a religious symbol can b.e ou
the most ancient pre-historic aborigina
old and new worlds. hich
The ancient Egyptians used the Tat]lzCrOtSiZn“;lier._
is like the English letter T. 1In s tg()i,pvariously :
oglyphics, the Cross has been lnterlirerms has been
for instance, a Cross with four equal a When the
assumed to have meant four elemeﬂtS.Or four scep-
form of the Cross was composed.Of e tion it is said
tres with a circle at the point Of,,mtercte(l))od sometimes
tc indicate “ divine POtentialitY' I‘E ff)r life to come,”
for ““ protective power,” sometl.n?es Ra. Ammon-Ra,
etc. Some of the Egyptian deities, a8 &%

1 tribes of the
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and Ammon had the sacred “ Tau Cross”
hands. The Cross was used b

tooing the body, in the paintings on the walls and
tombs at Thebes. A long Cross surmounting a heart,
meaning good or goodness, was fixed upon the fronts
of houses in Thebes and Memphis, intimating “ This
is the abode of the good.” The Egyptian symbols of
five planets had a Crogs connected with each. The
natives of Abyssinia used to observe certain religious
rites by plunging a Crogg in the river Gitche. In an-

cient India the Cross wag used as a sign of prosperity,
good luck, longevity and happi

e.vil, and was used largely in connection with religious
rites and ceremonies. The most ancient form of Cross
which has been used i India from prehistoric times
is called Swastika. Tt i like a Greek Cross, but its
ngles. It literally means in
being, that is, well being,

in their
y the Egyptians in tat-

arms are bent at right ,
Sanskrit Su, well, and 4
welfare. Originally the fo

the Sansk.rit language long before Buddha was born.
In the Rig Veda we read, “ Sqygsts mé Indra,” “ Do

thou, O Indra, grant me welfare.”  Sewastibg Cross

appears in the hands of Visnu, the Preserver of the
world, apd represents the world-sustaining power
which Visnu possesseg,

It was foung in the foot-
prints of Buddha in Buddhistic temples. In the

nd coins, the Swastika or
In the Rimayana we read,
marked with the sign of the

Buddhistic inscriptions a
Cross very often oceurs.
“ Bharata selects a ship

INDIA, II
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Cross or Swastika.” The Buddhistic Stupas (t%l\?}?esr)x
were built in the form of a Swa§t1ka or C;O:-ms b
a woman covers her breast ‘w1th cr'ossef o
called Swastika posture, that 1s, tl?e pli Oosegd that a
prosperity and protection. I.t i all dangers.
woman with Swastika posture 1s fr_ee. fronll}ed Swastika
When a person sits cross-legged, it s 'Ci'n postures.
posture, which is the best of all the sit 11 gform of a
In anci,ent times houses were built in the
Swasti ross. - 1 of
W\?Vl?é(; Ehe Cross became the' religious t}slzn;l;?nbol
the Buddhists, wherever Buddhism Wer};'bet China,
of the Cross travelled with it. In a;d ’in other
Korea, Japan, Burma, Ceylon, ]av?, as introduced
places the Cross as a religious symbo W1 r countries
from India. In China, Japan, il 2 Otlei(ed with a
the statues of Buddha were usually m-al‘to be found
Swastika or Cross. In Tibet the Cross 1csleities. The
as the royal emblem of the Bonpac oss and use
Lamas, or Buddhist priests, carry a &I
it at the time of benediction. ] wenty
Sir Stamr’?ord Raffles, after living e -{-aZ?i;zr;nd art
years, writes: “ Java received her. Clv,; 125 of the most
directly from India. Out of.the SiX Sﬂ?;ee are in the
ancient prehistoric temples in Java,
form of a Cross.” o e
In the most ancient pamnting
Krisna has a Cross in his hand. 1ding a Cross o
the departed ones, is painted as v missionaries say
one hand. Some of the Christianh "Em B " erty
that the Cross was introduced into 111

of the Hindus,
i('ama, the ruler of

D ——
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Christians who visited the country. Such statements
are. not correct, Among the most interesting ancient
relics that have been recently excavated in the forests
%fh ?el-ltral I.n(%ia which were never visited by any
be l'lstc?n mussionary, two rude stone Crosses have
i en discovered. The archeologists think that those
throsses must have existed in good shape at least three
Mousand years before the advent of Jesus the Christ.
negileoxirzr,t hth(; ancient rock-cut cave of Elepanta is
beingy Ton .te dc.>rm of a Greek Cross; its dimensions
feety and gitudinally 130. feet and transversely 123
S and height is about 17 feet. In this cave, which
ofaSHCiES:erfror.e e BuqdhiStiC period, there is a figure
Tavernier rl}rlnty }}C.’ldlng a huge Cross in one hand.
Seventeen;:hw ; vmtEd‘Benares in the end of the
that the bodcen;ury.’ seeing the temple of Visnu, said
an imme M0 At ed‘flce was built in the form of

nse Cross. This temple was destroyed by

AurungZebe the M
: : ogul e : ¢
mosque in its place, gul emperor, who built a hug

The Cross is to b
temples of India,
or Cross is the old
skrit grammar of
Swastika or Cross
signs for marking
sheep are markeq
of India. Swastik
Even to-day the
the walls of the r
enter immediate]

e found in almost all the ancient
Amongst the Jains, the Swastika
est religious symbol. In the San-
Panini, written at least 400 B.C.,
1s described as one of the ancient
C-attle, and even to-day cattle and
with a Cross by the illiterate classes
2 is mentioned in the Atharva Veda.
Hindus paint a Swastika or Cross on
oom which the newly married couple
y after the wedding.

o

THE CROSS IN ANCIENT INDIA. I3

THE WORD AND

the foreheads

The “Y -shaped Cross is drawn oOn 1
ers of Visnu.

of the Vaisnavas, the dualistic worshipp &y
The Cross was used in the Hindu COinS.Oi prehlsmlrlIC
period. It was also used as decoration on Walls,
furniture, earthenware, rugs, and on Erich R
by the priests and priestesses.

This Swastika or peculiar for
oldest of all forms of this symbo
the West. It originated in prehisto
the Aryans who inhabited India, an
travelled all over the world. The ‘sar.ne ”
in hundreds of places on the Christians
Catacombs at Romé.

There was a time when a gre
amongst the early Christians as tO‘t
Cross which should be representativ
us that the Swastika was one of those W he tombs
gested. Tt is for this reason we€ find 1t o t]ef Swas-
in the Catacombs at Rome. The lates:t e t is in
tika mentioned in the literature 01 dasis Sublj\Ziclan.
the Archiepiscopal chair in the cath_edral attl ppe

Prehistoric archeologists maintai ke s from
tika or Cross travelled into Western count;;?m that
the East during the Bronze age. i :1 or Ger-
long before the tin mines of S Brl];lat;rope from
many were discovered, bronze came 0

. ces where €OP~
the East—Burma, Siam, and other plironle. When

Per and tin were first made 0 BLPELL 4 and
bronze was introduced into Wester? Asia, duced in
Europe, the sign of the Cross Was i
those countries, as the most ancient T

m of the Cross is t}'le
1 that are found 1n
ric times among§t
d from there 1t
sign was found
tombs in the

at discussion arose
he selection of the
e, and history tells
which were sug-

lso intro

elic 1s found on
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bronze. Professor Wil
Swastika, which was r
stitute, not on]
the symbol of
believes that it
garding the s
in North and
“ Adopting th
we may there
from India

son, in his celebrated essay on
ead before the Smithsonian In-
Y supports this theory of migration of
Cross from the Fast to the West, but
migrated from Asia to America. Re-
me symbol which has been discovered
South America, Professor Wilson SE_l‘}’Si
e theory of migration of the Swastika,
fore conclude that if the Swastika came
or Eastern Asia (to America) it came

earlier than the sixth century B.C.”

Thus we can understand how the Word, or the Son
of God, was known in ancient India and that the
Cross was th

¢ most ancient religious symbol of the
Hindus, Not only this, but the earliest record of the

sacrifice of a diyine Mman in space is to be found in
the Rig Veda described ip mythological langl{age’;
John P. Lundy, in his « Monumental Christianlt)f,
SAyS CAL any rate, the religion of India had'ltS
mythical crucifieq victim long anterior to Christianity.

m disposed to belieye this to be the victim
described in the Vedas themselves. We read in 'fhe
Rig Veda: ‘Tpe first-born being, before the begin-
ning of the materiy Phenomena, became a victim of
ods, and angels who came
eing for the animal of sacrl-
crificial post, sanctified hlr_rl,
him, stretching his limbs in
From that sacrifice arose all th?t
in the heavens’” Here you will
that the first-born being was the

sacrifice. The Devas, g
later took the first-born b
fice, fastened him tg 5 sa
and afterwards sacrificed
the eternal space,

exists on earth and
Notice the metaphor

; . Vi
‘genitors were by him formed

(DIA. 15
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absolute Being; th;lt
was sacrificed by t e;
The students O
the fact that the
form of a
as fastened,

only begotten son of God, thg
he was fastened to a post an s
Devas for the good of the unive ) (-)f
the Vedic literature are well awafs oy e
most ancient sacrificial post f?at-born .
Cross. On such a pc.)st the firs
like an animal of sacrifice. f
John P. Lundy qgotf:s ”r-o
“Monumental Christianity ”: d
sacrifice was completed, sages an

m Colebrooke 11 .hli
« When that ancien
men and our prlc))-
ewing with an o

meval Devas
« This looks
§ the world

. ich pri
servant mind this Oblatloz X;y says:
offered, I venerate.” Mr. ufoundation 0
like the lamb slain from thé d worship.” ver
and whom all the angels Off ((j)hristianity, in Wh?teand

: - ke

Thus the vital points 0 ined by pries
manner they might have been expl‘%lne Whenever We
theologians, were of Aryan Orlgl? 'Gody wer MOoR
worship th:a Cross, or the Son Obols of prehistoric
sciously worship the Aryan sym crifice of Calv?ry,
times. Whenever we think of the Sa} ological sacrifice
we u;'xknowinoly think of the th1-ilbed in the Vedas.
of the ﬁrst—borbn being which i d?SC religious symbols

Although these and other similar minds in the patg
have certain value in helping htumoincoﬂCentratiofnthaonse

e bjects e i
of rogress as ODJES uenc
me;)tlrtl.t u;d SI;H %hey are of Shghff C‘Onze(slvmbols stand,
abstr;céotr’uths for which all relllgljsder;tOOd' Marlllt}sr
b Se
e not properly ich repre

are fborlgotten oredarin India, each of wh
Symbols are us . sary mi
an abstract truth which ordinary

nds cannot easily
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grasp. They are used largely by the dualistic and

qualified non-dualistic worshippers of God. Most of
them, however, like the orthodox Christians, do }10t
understand the trye meanings of the mythological
symbols of the Word, Cross, etc., and are the easy
victims of superstition and errors.

The object of Vedanta philosophy is to free human
minds from ignorance, superstition, prejudice, and
errors, as well as to lead them to the realization of
those abstract truths which give foundation to the
rames and forms of all symbols, Therefore Vedanta
insists that salvation cannot be obtained by the mere
worship of the Cross, or the Son of God, or the Word
in flesh and blood, and maintains that it can o.nly
be reached by going beyond all symbols, by realizing
the sonship of the soul and its oneness with the Uni-
versal Spirit. ]

Vedanta declares that each individual soul is in
reality the Word, the Christ or Son of God, which

dwells eternally in the bosom of the Father,—nay,
which is one with Him; that there is no gulf between
the Father and His ch

ildren, and that the realization
of this Supreme Unity depends upon the sacrifice of
the lower self upon the Cross made by the traversing
of the Divine will by the human will. Such a sacrifice
obliterates the Cross

: and leaves only the Word,
which is the Father, the Absolute Brahman.
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